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ALsTTER writtenby 


Mr. Henry Holden Do&or 
of the faculty at Parittronching 
the probibition at Rome of 
Mr. Blacklow's Book, inti- 
tuled, Tabulz ſuffragiales. 


To the Reader 5 


Aving had the advantage 
and honour of a long ac- 
quaintance with Mr.Black- 


low, whom I take to be one of the 
learnedſt men of our Nation, I 
received ſome ſcandal at the hea- 
ring his Book was condemned at 
Rome, in which I wasche more 
concerned through the cenſures 
given thereon by ſeveral of my 
acquaintance, mote knowing then 
oy lelf in ſuch matters; yet out 
ry love and eſteem of his per- 
fon very unwilling to believe 
A there 


. tfere was juſt cauſe for thilcen- 
ſure, I thought fit to enquire of 
Doctor Holden, from whom [I re- 
ceived this following Anſwer 3 
which as it hath retitied my ig- 
norance, ſo may it perhaps doe 
the like of others, who as I are ac- 
quainted with Mr. Black/ow; and 
may be worth the reading of all 
men who care to inform them- 
ſelves of ſuch prohibitions, and 
actions of that nature, procgediag 
from the Inquiſition at 'Roze, 


wherefore I have cauſed it to be 


printed, 


Str, 

received your long Letter of 
| ev 1 oth. of OFober i 657. and 
whereas amongſt other things 
you ask me what do I now fay to 
Mr. Blacklow's dearine fince the 
Pope's laſt Decree againſt it? why, 


Sir I ſay, I am fill of the ſame o- * 


pinion I was, ſpecified in my Jaſt 
unto 
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(3) 

unto you of the firſt of 4#2. And 
that you are miſtaken in the na- 
ture of thefe Decrees from Rome,l[ 
have ſeen the Prohibition,and it is 
of ſeveral ſmal treatiſes named in 
it, dated the 6. of September lalt, 
by the way of an addition to the 
Index of forbidden books. And 

the very laſt of thoſe flying ſheets 
there mentioned is the name of 
one of M.Blacklow's works, enti- 
tuled, Tabule ſuffragiales. 
Now $zr, That you may not be 


_ tooeafily carried away with the 


vulgar ignorant, and take a Prohj- 
bition for a condemnation of here- 
fie; And a Decree of the Congrega» 
tion of Cardinals and others; cal- 
led, the Inquiſition, for a Bull of 
the Pope himſelf, I will tell you 
aSa friend, and as(1 ſuppoſe) not 
verſed in theſe bulinefſes, what 
underſtanding and truly Learned 
men do think of theſe Provibiti- 
ons; With this Caveat neverthe- 

A 2 leſs; 
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teſs, that however eaſe a thing it 
1s to get any private man's Writ=- 
ings put into the 1=dex of forbid- 
den books amongſt others: Yet 
ought not any Catholike to con- 
eemn or {light theſe Decrees, fince 
they bear the name of a ſnpreme 
Superiour. I will therefore 
ey pom you ina word what theſe 
Prohibitions are , and upon what 
grounds theyare generally given. 

Firſt, they are only acts of a 


particular Court or Congregation 


m Rome, T hough put out in the 
Pope's name, as all other ats of 
the ſeveral Courts of that City u- 
fually are. And therefore do not 
oblige, nor are commonly held to 
be of any force out of the Pope's 
territories 3 unleſſe ſome other 
State or Biſhop receive and pub- 
liſh them. Nor are theſe kind of 
Decrees ever admitted in Fraxzce , 
but often rejected by the Parlia- 
ment of this Town, the moſt fa- 
mous 
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(5) 
mous and learned Seat of Judi. 
cary in the Chriſtian world. 
Secondly, we ſee theſe Decrees 
proceed from two cauſes, or ra- 
ther in twocaſes. Firſt, when 
the forbidden book contains any 
thing contrary to the common, 
though only tolerated, cuſtome 


ofthe Church; or to the ordina- 


ry practiſe and pretentions of the 
Court of Rome. 2. When fuch 
books are of that nature, as that 
the more ignorant or weaker fort 
of men; or the more irreligious 
and looſer liv'd, may there find, 
or thence eaſily gather whereat 
tobe much ſcandalized. Which 
to prevent belongs to the zealous 
ſolicitude of a general! Paſtour 
and common Father. Nat that 
ſuch forbidden books do always 
contain ſomething contrary to 
our Catholike faith ( which then 
are particularly ſpecified as ſuch, 
and branded with the cenſure of 
A 3 here- 


(6) 
hereſie) but that they are judged 
by the Inquifftion to be obnox1- 
ous and apt to beget evil conceits 
and opinions 1a the peoples fan- 
fires 3 or art leaſt prejudicial to 
ſome greater good then their di- 
vulging could produce. 

Hence we ſee many books for- 
bidden ( as in this very Decree } 
nothing relating to the revealed 
points of our Chriſtian belief 3 
Yea ſome undoubtedly contain- 
zag the true grounds of all Chri- 
ſtianity, as the Bible it ſelt in vul- 
gar tongues. So that the I-qui- 
fition doth principally attend 1n 
theſe Probibitions, what may be 
the effect of ſuch books ilirough 
the ignorance or malice of their 
readers, without examining what 
the particular doc rin of the book 
may beinit ſelf. And here I muſt 
confeſs, that M. Black/ow's unuſual 
expreſhions8& his exotick opinions 
afe not fit in my judgment to be 
expoſed 


G6) 
expos'd to the view of everyordi- 
nary man,or envious malevolent, 
For his doctrine, being both pro- 
found and obſcure, is beyond the 
reach of every commen reader. 
Who, it he chance to be proud 
and felt>conceited (as it often 
happens) and have a tooth a= 
gainſt rhe Author, he forgeth as 
many hereſtes in his own brain, 
as there be paſlages be under- 
ſtands not. Experienced. and 
learned men know how many fa- 
mous books written by the A. R. 
f. f. of the ſociety of Jeſus, of ſe- 
veral Nations, have been forbid- 
den in this kind. And ſome of 
our French Jeſuits volums highly 
cendermned by the Inquiſition of 
herefiez others for maintaining 
the Gallicar priviiedges prejudi- 
cial to the Pope and Court of 
Rome's pretentions : Which not= 
withſtanding the Authors them- 
ſelves havecaus'd to be reprinted 
A 4 in 


(8) 
m this Town the year immedi- 
ately following their Prohibition. 
And of the Spariſh Jeſuits books 
ſome have been cleared and ap- 
proved by the Inquiſition of Spain, 
after they had been cenſured and 
condemned by the Inquiſition of 
Rowe, This I ſay not, as either 
diſreſpeting the Inquiſttion's De- 
crees, or diſapproving theſe R. R. 
. fa. proceedings. Whoaml ? 
that I ſhould doe either ? every 
man defends his own right. I 
only aym to let you underſtand 
the nature of theſe Roman Prohi- 
bitions, And not only they, but 
even the Pope's own perſonal 
Bulls are not held ro be of any 
obligation in Frarce, until they 
beallow'd of by the King, verified 
in Parliament, received by our 
Biſhops,and publiſhed by our Pa- 
riſh Churches. It is true, we ſee 
that now and then ſome faQtious 
ſpirits make uſe of theſe Decrees 
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(9) 
of the Inquiſition to cry down 
with ——_ their verllg's 
reputation amongſt the Us 
lous valgar, and procure them to 
this effec. Which were it done 
out of pure zeal, though indiſ- 
creet and without knowledge 
yet were It pardonable. An 
therefore you mult not always 
condemn ſuch as may perhaps 
out of an innocent reſpect to this 
Prohibition, blame Mr. Blacklow's 
dodarine. 

If you come to the fight of this 
Decree, you will clearly ſee the 
Inquiſction's intention is to take 
away an occaſion of fcandal to 
the weak and ignorant. Think- 
ing it better to ſuppreſle thoſe 
bold and contentious, though ne- 
ver ſo learned, pieces, then to 
expoſe many thouſands of infirm 
and unlearned men to the danger 
of being diſedified. 

Firſt, you will ſee one 
tae 


(19) 
the 18 Provincial: Letters (whereof 
I doubt not but you have heard) 
12 which there 1s not a word of 
any Doctrine propoſed by the 
Author himſelf, betng meer cita- 
tions of many licentious and 
ſcandalous opinions, taught and 
pubhihed(as he fays) by the R.A. 
f- f. of the ſociety of Jeſus. And 
you may wel think,the 1:quiſetior 
might juſtly fear it would be a 
ſcandal to the Church, if belie- 
ved, that fuch a conſiderable 
member of it as that company 1s, 
ſhould maintain and practiſe fuch 
wicked Tenets. And therefore 
thought fit to forbid thoſe Let- 
ters. 

In the next place there 1s for- 
bidden a ſlight leaf of a ſheer of 
paper, called, Letire d'un Advocat 
tonchart Ia Bulle d' Allexanare T7. 
Which is only concerning a poli- 
tical point of the Priviledges and 
liberties of France, againſt the In- 
trodu- 


(74) 
troducing of the 12qui/itior or 0. 
ther ſubjection into the King- 
dome : Which ſeemed offenſive 
to the Court of Roxze, and there- 
fore forbidden. 

In the third place there are for. 
bidden divers ſmall ſcholaſtical 
Treatiſes of the famous Moxſteur 
Arnauld's, Whereof one is his 
Epiſtle to me, In all which works 
his chief drift is toſhew that his 
opinion, concerning effrcaciogs 
- Grace, 1s nothing different from 
the doctrine of the antient Fa- 
thers, particularly of St. Auſtin, 
and St. Thomas of Aquin. Re» 
nouncing what ever he may ſeem 
to affirm diſſonant from them. 
And lure1t would be a ſcandal to 
have it thought that the doctrine 
of thoſe Fathers, honoured] and 
approved by the Church for ſo 
many hundred years together, 
ſhould now come to be cenſured 
and condemned, And therefore 


the 


(12) 
the Inquiſetion judged it fit to 
ſuppretle thoſe treatiſes as endea- 
vouring to prove lt. 

In the laſt place is thruſt into 
this Catalogue of theſe forbidden 
books, Mr. Blacklow's treatiſe,cal- 
led, Tabule ſuffragiales, with it's 
Appendix, teſtere Roman conlea- 
tio. Wherein the Author's prin- 
cipal deſign 1s to prove that great 
truth, and eſlential rule of all 
Chriſtianity, to wit, that our Ca- 
tholike faith is to be reſolved in- 
to univerſal tradition. As alſo 
to demonſtrate the antient opini- 
on of our faculty at Paris, That 
the Pope 1s not unerrable and ire 
fallible in his own ſingular per- 
ſon. But indeed he goes ſome- 
what farther, and condemns the 
contrary opinion as 7mprobable, 
Heretical and Archiberetical. Ard 
therefore you need not wonder if 
the Inquiſetion have forbidden his 
book, Without ſpecifying his do» 


drine, 
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(13 
arine, being ſooppolite to their 

pretentions, though the opinion 

it ſelf (not cenſuring the contra- 

ry) be a common Tenet of many 

both of our antient and modern 

DoQors of Parz. 

In fine, the Decree forbids the kee- 

ping or reading of any of theſe 

or Other books written in defenſe 

of Janſenius, Yeaand of printing 

any thing (without the i4qui/#ti- 

on's leave) about the matter of 
Grace, Which I underſtand not 

how they could ever imagine 

ſhould be obſerved, at leaſt be. 

yond the limits of the Ecclefiaſti. 

cal ſtate. Can they think that 

all the learned Divines of Exrope, 
as well Readers and Profeſſours, 

as others, ſhall daily ſtudy, write, 
diſcuſle, and teach publickly and 
privately the hard and ever-dif- 
puted Queſtions of Grace and 
Jjree will, and none ſhall print any 
of that ſubject ? Believe it that 
will, 


14 
will, I ani ſure it will be other- 
wiſe. 

There is one word, which per- 


haps unexperienced men may - 


ſtumble at, And which the-Ad- 
verſaries to theſe forbidden Au» 
thors will alledge in an evil ſenſe, 
That 1s, dammat 5 Which is an 
uſual word in the ſtyle and form 
of theſe Decrees, And here ſignifies 
not, nor doth the Inquiſition 1n- 
tend it ſhould, to condemn of he- 
refſe the books they forbid. It 
were ridiculous to think it, being 
the greater half of theſe prohibi- 
ted books (though the word 
damnat be common to them all ) 
havenothing in them concerning 
any point of our Chriftian faith ; 
but are only matters of morality 
and diſcipline, and therefore1t is 
to be taken, for to diſalow, dil- 
prove, avd blame. 
Now S:#r,as we abroad, verſed 
in the great continent, and living 
In 
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in the open profeſſion of our.Ca- 
tholike Religion, take no notice 
of theſe Decrees, I ſay, inrelation 
to the approving ordiſapprovin 

of any poiat of aur Chriſtian _ 
Catholike faith 3 ſo I conceive 
the Catholikes of your Hand, 
though now hidden and- obſcu- 
red, living under the yoke of 
perſecution, will in time come 
to know more exactly ghe ſeveral 
degrees of reſpet which may be 


due to the See and Congregations 


' + of Rome. And then at leaſt, 


< | 


they will forbear, as we doe, 
to cenſure, upon {light grounds, 
any particular learned man's 
ſingular opingon 5 wherein if 
these lines may in the interim 
prevaile with you, I {ball ob- 
taine my defire. Let others 
doe as God ſhall inſpire themz 
To whoſe heavenly ProtedQi- 
on I heartily commend both 
them | 


_ 
ovemb. 19. 7 
_ 9 andiruly affeio- 


nate ſervant, 


H. Horven. 


